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Welcome!

Why Suzuki Method?

Suzuki music education combines instrumental
teaching with a philosophy embracing the total
development of the child.

Dr Suzuki has called his teaching method the MotherTongue Approach. It was inspired by the knowledge
that all children learn to speak their native tongue in the
supportive environment of their family.
When a child learns to speak, the following factors are

Character first, ability second.

at work:
•

Listening

•

Motivation

•

Repetition

Child Centred Learning that respects and
values your child

•

Step by Step Mastery Memory

•

Vocabulary/repertoire

•

Fosters the character and ability of your child

•

Parent Involvement

•

Grows ability at your child’s rate

•

Loving encouragement.

•

Offers musical, social and cognitive development
for your child

•

Starts very early – from zero years up

•

Nourishes the spirit

•

Supports the parent

•

Is nurturing beyond music.

DR SHINICHI SUZUKI

Suzuki Method is:
•

Musical ability is not an inborn
talent but an ability which can be
developed. Any child who is
properly trained can develop
musical ability just as all children
develop the ability to speak their
mother tongue. The potential of
every child is unlimited.
DR SHINICHI SUZUKI

In the Suzuki approach each of these principles is used in
the learning of an instrument (piano, violin, viola, cello,
flute, guitar and voice).
Following the parallel with language learning, musical
training may also start from birth. As the parents lead with
language learning likewise with the support of a trained
Suzuki teacher, the child will easily develop music ability.
As with language, musical language begins at birth. Suzuki
Early Childhood Music runs programs for 0-3 year olds and
3-51⁄2 year olds. Formal instrumental lessons may begin
from 2-3 years of age depending on their readiness.

Listening

Step-by-Step Mastery

Suzuki teaching emphasizes listening to recordings of
the Suzuki repertoire, as well as music in general. Studies
show that the more frequently the students listen to the
recordings, the more easily they learn to play.

By moving in small steps the child can master each skill.
This motivates the child to strive further.

Frequent listening to music performed with beautiful tone
provides children with a role model for their playing. In the
lessons the production of fine tone and sensitive playing is
stressed from the beginning.
Music reading is postponed until the child’s aural and
instrumental skills are well established, just as we teach
children to read after they can speak. If children begin
as preschoolers the reading begins at the same time as it
would in literacy skills.

Motivation
Students are motivated to learn through:
•

Involvement with the parent

•

The shared experiences of watching lessons of
other students and participating in group workshops
and concerts

•

Lessons and home practice that reflect the
developmental stage of the child and that are enjoyable
help motivate the child.

Suzuki method fosters an attitude of cooperation
supporting all students’ accomplishments.

Repetition
The unique order of the repertoire allows each piece to
become a building block for future learning.
Technique, musicianship and style are developed through
the study and repetition of these pieces. Each instrument
has its own repertoire. This provides familiarity and
hence excellent motivation to progress. Through the

Students are encouraged to review their pieces and to
gain mastery over the techniques inherent in each piece
when progressing through the repertoire. Children move
at their own pace with the support of their parents or
care-givers. With mastery comes the development of the
child’s self-esteem.

Memory
Students listen to the music, play it and easily commit it to
memory. This greatly enhances the child’s aural sensitivity
and makes them good aural learners. They gain the
confidence to perform because the music is a part of them.

Repertoire
With the standard repertoire, mastery of skills and
memorising of the pieces, students are able to develop
a huge portfolio of music – something they can share
with other members of their community. So much of
the repertoire used by Suzuki is recognisable western
art music.

Parent Involvement
In the Suzuki approach learning takes place in an
environment of co-operation between teacher, parent and
child. The parent’s role is crucial to this process.
The parent’s role involves:
•

Attending each lesson with the student, taking notes
and practicing with the student at home

•

Playing the recordings daily at home

•

Understanding the instrument and how to take care of it

•

Helping to create an environment of affection, support,
encouragement and understanding around the
instrumental learning process

•

Attending workshops, concerts, group lessons,
graduations and summer schools with the child.

common repertoire children have a bond with Suzuki
students worldwide.
However, the spirit of Suzuki teaching may encompass
all styles and periods of music. Teachers often give
supplementary material, which may help to widen the
students’ musical experience.

Love

APPS

Dr Suzuki wrote many essays and lectures, but his primary
account of his teaching method is called “Nurtured by
Love”. The “Nurture” comes from his conviction that
ability (musical or other) is not inborn but needs to
be developed through the right environment. “Love” –
because Suzuki music teaching is not about creating
musicians or about simply developing skills in children.
It is about the amazing potential of all human beings to
grow into sensitive, disciplined and active members of
a community through exposure to an environment that
values and loves them for who they are. The glue that
binds ability and sensitivity is love.

App - The Amazing Slow Downer

The Suzuki method, (also called Talent Education, mothertongue method or Suzuki movement) is an educational
philosophy, which strives to create “high ability” and
beautiful character in its students through a nurturing
environment. Its primary vehicle for achieving this is music
education on a specific instrument (often violin or piano,
but see below for a more complete list).
The ‘nurture’ involved in the movement is modelled on
a concept of early childhood education that focuses on
factors which Shinichi Suzuki observed in native language
acquisition, such as immersion, encouragement, small
steps, and an unforced timetable for learning material
based on each person’s developmental readiness to imitate
examples, internalize principles, and contribute novel ideas.
The term “Suzuki method” is also sometimes used to refer
solely to the Suzuki repertoire of sheet music books and/or
audio recordings, which have been published as part of its
music education method.
SUGGESTED BOOKS TO OWN
Nurtured by love – Shinichi Suzuki
Ability development from age zero – Shinichi Suzuki
To learn with love – William and Constance Starr
Everything depends on how we raise them. Educating young
children by Suzuki method –Tanaka Shigeki

App - Tuner
App - Metronome
REQUIREMENTS FOR STARTING VIOLIN LESSONS
•

Parent involvement attending lessons

•

Violin

•

Shoulder pad

•

Suzuki Violin book

•

Music stand

•

Commitment to learning and playing violin at home

•

Attending group lessons when possible.

An account is handed out the beginning of each term. Fees
can be paid direct deposit, credit card or cash.
Group lessons are not compulsory, however, they a very
important part of the students learning. Group lessons are
held on Friday afternoons at The Factory Theatre, St Pius X
High School, Park Avenue Adamstown. Carpark entry via
the gates on Park Avenue. (3:30 to 4:30pm – Book 4+ and
4:30 to 5:00pm – All students).

Where to purchase or hire violin
It is important to have the violin set up correctly for the
student to start learning.
Violins can be bought from various music shops.
Recommended suppliers include:
Antonio Strings
New Zealand / Sydney
www.antoniostrings.com
The Sydney String Centre
Chatswood
www.violins.com.au
Hunter Valley Violins
507 Hunter Street, Newcastle
www.huntervalleyviolins.com.au (violin hire available)
The Violin Channel
www.theviolinchannelstore.com

